VEGAPASS is a chamber or bridle mounted system supplied where a guided wave radar, non-contact/through air radar or vibrating level switch is used (perhaps in place of traditional float and displacer oriented technologies) to offer easier installation, better performance, improved operational capability -delivering lower lifetime costs. Systems for directly replacing 'mobrey style' float switches with fail-safe, self monitoring tuning fork switches with or without chambers are also available.
VEGAMAG also employs an MLI, where the magnetic float indicator system displays the level locally -no power supply is needed. This is used in combination with a VEGA transmitter, which also measures/ detects the level inside a connected or shared chamber. By using different level techniques, this offers alternative measurements and additional diagnostics to provide 'safety through diversity' in one installation.
Whatever the configuration or requirement, VEGA supply fully assembled, tested, certified and commissioned systems for level and interface, with the VE-GAPASS and VEGAMAG. Options for various materials, valves, insulation, fittings and construction specifications are offered. New literature is available, contact VEGA sales and ask for the 'VEGA Level measurement in bypass chambers' brochure.
The new Optris PI200
The Optris GmbH continues the market introduction of a new, extensive infrared camera series with the introduction of the Optris PI200 thermal imaging camera with BI-SPECTRAL technology.
The new BI-SPECTRAL technology integrates two established camera technologies in one stationary device. Through a visual camera, the Optris PI200 is able to combine the conventional thermal image with a visual one. Thereby, both images are displayed in real time and are being recorded for eventual analysis.
The integrated combination of a visual image (VIS) and a thermal image (IR) via one single stationary camera is a significant step in the development of imaging temperature measurement systems. The Optris PI200 will be applicable in areas where so far CCD cameras and thermal imaging cameras were used separately. Examples are the installation in storage pits and open spaces for early fire detection, at conveyer belts for temperature control of bulk material or within production processes for visual and thermal documentation.
The Optris PI200 thermal imaging camera displays infrared images with up to 96 Hz (images per second) with 160x120 pixels. The time synchronic real time image recording takes place with up to 32 Hz with 640 x 480 pixels. The free available full version of the Optris PI Connect software offers two modes for the image display: the monitoring modus and the cross-fading modus. The monitoring modus offers an easy orientation at the point of measurement with the separate display of both images. The cross-fading modus highlights critical temperatures through the overlaid display of the images. Longina Becken, +49 (0)30 / 500 197 21, longina. becken@optris.de
Optris GmbH

VEGA launches new remote monitoring solution
A new transmitting and receiving unit, PLICSMOBILE, fits seamlessly into VEGA's modular plics® system. It is available as an integrated module for the new plics®plus sensor generation, or as a standalone instrument PLICSMOBILE T61, which can be powered from the existing signal cable, by battery or other renewable energy source. The SIM card and integrated modem allow worldwide data transmission via the mobile network GSM/GPRS -including 'dial in' remote diagnosis and service using industry standard PACTware FDT/DTM software. PLICSMOBILE is stand alone, nothing else needed, no other intermediate signal boxes or modems nearby. Cabling can also be left out too: an integrated energy system manages any battery supply of sensor and emitting unit (an integral in-housing mini battery pack, providing once-a-day readings for over a year, will follow in October this year). This means PLICSMOBILE offers real capability and flexibility in deployment, especially in the area of Vendor Managed Inventory (VMI). They can be installed and operate independently with any VEGA technology -measuring liquid in tanks or silo levels up to 75m with battery power only, and sending data globally. With the options of PLICSMOBILE, PLICSRADIO and HART Wireless compatibility, VEGA claims to have the ability to now cover practically any application in wireless communication from local to global.
VEGA Controls Ltd Doug Anderson, 01444 870055, doug.anderson@vega.com
Yokogawa's AQ6370 Series OSAs
A new adaptor for use with the Yokogawa AQ6370 Series of optical spectrum analysers (OSAs) is designed to enhance the sensitivity, dynamic range and level stability by reducing the divergence of light emitted from the input fibre and increasing the input signal to the OSA by 5 dB.
The light that is emitted from an optical fibre is divergent, and under normal conditions the limited size of the optics inside the OSA monochromator results in divergent light being blocked, and hence unable to contribute to a strong optical signal.
Using the new fibre NA adaptor on a GI50/125 multi-mode fibre results in the fibre's numerical aperture (NA) value being divided by two. The reduction in divergence of the optical input increases the monochromator optical throughput, producing a 5 dB (factor 3) increase in signal strength.
The result of this enhancement in performance is better dynamic range in passive component testing and better level stability in active device testing.
Yokogawa claims that the AQ6370 Series of optical spectrum analysers offer the world's 'best in class' optical performance combined with excellent functionality and operability for applications including R&D and production testing of optical devices and transmission systems. 
Commercial News
Companion company
Alicat's Portable Calibration Unit
The Portable Calibration Unit (PCU) from Alicat Scientific integrates three Alicat Laminar Mass Flow Meters into a portable industrial briefcase that can be taken anywhere, which they state, provides an efficient and affordable secondary calibration standard. The PCU is ideal for use in laboratories, industrial plants, process facilities and by field technicians to verify proper operation of flow meters and flow controllers from any manufacturer.
Unlike other currently available secondary standards, Alicat Scientific claim that the PCU is fully self-contained and does not require any additional support equipment or line power. It is as simple as having a tech arrive on site, plug the unit into the system and take readings. The PCU also has on-board digital output to send flow data to a laptop or other computer system via multi-drop RS-232 communications for simultaneous data acquisition.
Each of the integrated meters on the PCU displays mass flow, volumetric flow, pressure and temperature with high accuracy calibration of +/-(0.4% of reading + .2% of full scale). The ranges of the flow meters are specified by the end user upon ordering the PCU. Twenty pre-set selectable gas calibrations and ten pre-set gas mix calibrations (specific gas mixes and calibrations) are available.
Alternate and adjustable standard temperature and pressure simplifies comparisons to other flow devices. The unit has an integrated totalizer for tests that require long term averaging. Alicat's FlowVisionSC GUI software is included, enabling graphing, data acquisition and scripted polling.
The PCU can be plugged into wall power or powered by two standard 9V batteries. The unit will alert the user via a bright led indicator to replace the batteries when power falls below a minimum threshold. Like Alicat's standard line of flow devices, the PCU has no large mechanical parts to service or fail. All of Alicat's products carry the CE marking and are NIST traceable. Alicat Scientific +1 520 290-6060, info@alicatscientific.com
Kistler's single axis MEMS capacitive accelerometer
A new series of single axis MEMS (Micro-Electro-Mechanical Systems) capacitive accelerometers has been launched by Kistler Instruments for use where high-precision, low-frequency measurements and compact, robust construction are absolute requirements. The new accelerometers use Kistler's K-Beam technology to deliver precision, sensitivity and low noise characteristics for a range of automotive, aerospace, OEM, R&D and general laboratory test applications.
The Type 8315A series is made up of six models with measurement rages from ±2 g to ±200 g with a frequency response of zero to 1,000 Hz (5%) in a compact design having a footprint of only 25.4 mm. The MEMS variable capacitance sensing element consists of a small inertial mass located between two parallel plates. Deflection of the inertial mass under acceleration causes a proportional change in the capacitance of the sensing element. An integrated analogue signal conditioner converts this change to a proportional voltage output. The excellent thermal stability of the MEMS construction, they claim, provides reliable performance within the wide operating temperature range of -55 to +125°C.
Kistler Instruments Limited 01256 741550, sales.uk@kistler.com
Spirit's new Xplore mobile computer
Spirit Data Capture Limited, the independent mobile computing and data capture consultancy, is now offering its customers the new Xplore iX104C5 ultra-rugged mobile computer. Xplore describes this exciting new solution as 'the gold standard' in rugged computing. Spirit is a partner of Xplore and distributes the company's products within the UK and Ireland.
The iX104C5, they claim, is one of the most powerful, rugged, and sunlight-readable tablet PCs ever developed. Powered by an Intel® Core™ i7 processor, it is ideal for use within demanding environments. It has a protection rating of IP-67 for submersion in water. Combined with the device's high level of performance, they state that this enables it to offer outstanding levels of productivity and reliability in even the harshest of conditions.
The new product range consists of five different models, which have been developed for use in a variety of environments and applications. They all feature industry-leading, sunlight-readable displays. These are the first tablet PCs with easy, tool-less access to internal storage for in-field upgrades or repairs. The iX104C5s are also certified for use in hazardous locations. All of the new devices use the Microsoft Windows 7 operating system. Sectors that are likely to find the iX104C5 particularly useful include utilities, warehousing / logistics, public safety, field service, transportation and manufacturing. Spirit Data Capture Helen Jones, 01928 718800, helen.jones@spiritdatacapture.co.uk
Rotork's latest electro-hydraulic valve actuators
The Rotork Skilmatic selfcontained electro-hydraulic valve actuator range combines the simplicity of electrical operation with the precision of hydraulic actuation and the reliability of mechanical failsafe motion for safety related applications including emergency shutdown (ESD) duty.
Rotork's policy of continuous product innovation has now enabled a new, highly advanced control and monitoring system to be introduced to the Skilmatic range, based on the proven Rotork IQPro intelligent electric actuator technology. The resultant Skilmatic SI/EH Pro range combines existing Skilmatic features with new text displays, performance monitoring and data logging that includes valve signature profiles. The compact and robust actuators deliver a reliable means of valve management and positioning a valve to a safe condition. Safe valve positioning is selectable for failsafe to open, failsafe to close or lock in position on power failure or ESD signal.
Rotork Fluid Systems Howard Slack, 01225 733200, howard.slack@rotork.com
Institute News
Wessex hosts Envitech technical seminar
Envitech Ltd gave a presentation called "Where tha's muck, tha's brass-How to Reduce Costs and even Profit from Waste" for the Wessex Section at the Forest Lodge Hotel, Lyndhurst on 15 June 2011. The topic was unusual in that it looked at the opportunities for process management in waste water treatment. The numbers attending reflect the fact that most processes have a waste water stream to deal with, often at significant cost.
The presentation showed 5 case studies illustrating different ways of reducing costs. The first two related to controlling discharge costs and avoiding prosecution and damages. Then there were two examples of improving process efficiency by reducing product loss and energy consumption in industrial and municipal waste water treatment. Finally the use of sludge digestion to produce usable energy was shown. In each case the instrumentation to provide signals and alarms for real time intervention in processes is available and being used to good effect.
The Wessex Section Committee would like to thank Envitech Ltd for sponsoring the evening and providing a thought provoking presentation. It was a useful opportunity to talk about ideas for meeting the increasingly complex requirements and demands on overall process plant operation including environmental factors. 
The Challenge of Measuring Particulate Solids' Mass Flow Rate
The lecture aims to illustrate to the non-specialist the importance of measurement in industry, the importance of accurate measurement and the complex factors that are often involved in making a measurement. 
Attendance at the Lecture and presentation of
Teesside's Shooting Event
This bunch of desperados (Teesside members) were not auditioning for the latest spaghetti western but participating in the Teesside Section's June Clay Pigeon shooting event. Top gun was the technical events organiser Colin Mather (5th from Right) who scored 80%.
A buffet supper rounded off a pleasant summer evening at the A Ward Thompson shooting ground, Stockton on Tees.
Schneider Electric's presentation for Wessex
Schneider Electric Ltd conducted a technical seminar recently for the Wessex Section. The seminar titled "How Ethernet Technology and Web Services are changing Industry and Process Control" was of great interest -reflected in the number of chairs needed in the room.
The presentation started with a discussion that many plants have a mixture of interface technologies, of varying vintages. Indeed building a new plant can highlight the fact that communication protocols vary in different types of instrumentation, and between manufacturers at any given time. The resulting data infra-structure can become complex and demanding for Automation Controller and SCADA applications. The benefits of using a globally recognised protocol were discussed and questions were answered about the potential downsides. Security and safety of systems was an obvious point for some detailed discussion.
The Wessex Section Committee would like to thank Schneider Electric Ltd for sponsoring the evening and providing a thought provoking presentation. It was another useful opportunity to talk about ideas for meeting the increasingly complex requirements and demands on process plant operation. He certainly acknowledged that he had enjoyed a long and fulfilling life. Born in Altrincham in April 1921, he enjoyed his days at Altrincham Grammar School. By the time he left there in 1939 he had developed a keen interest in all things mechanical and electrical and started work as an apprentice at Metropolitan Vickers Electric Company, (Metrovic), a large engineering firm based just near Old Trafford. He also became a lifelong fan of Manchester United.
From left to right: Hj Idris Hj
Upon the outbreak of the second World War, although many of his contemporaries joined the forces, he was given the opportunity instead to go to Cambridge University where he read Mechanical Sciences. He was at Queens College, a connection of which he was immensely proud. Because it was war-time the three year degree course was compressed into 2 years and after his graduation he returned to Metrovic where he was involved in the development,construction and testing of radar, which introduced him to the discipline of electronic measurement. He retained his contacts with the college, and the friends he made there, over the many decades since. Just a couple of years ago the photographs he took in 1941 were published in their magazine. Even whilst he was in the Nursing home he made contact with another of his contemporaries through the magazine, which thrilled him very much.
He married Honor in 1949, introduced by his sister, with whom she had shared wartime digs in the WAAF. He then joined the research team at Unilever, based at Port Sunlight on Merseyside. In 1955 he was transferred to Unilever's headquarters in London so the family moved south, first to Sutton, and then to Bromley. He was involved in many different projects with Unilever, specializing in process and management control, including the production of Wall's Ice Cream at their factory in Gloucester.
After many happy years with Unilever, he joined at Foxboro-Yoxall, based in Redhill and the family moved to Reigate in 1968. He continued to specialise in the design,development and application of flow measurement systems for the process industries, working with collegues from the parent company in Massachusetts and the Netherlands Foxboro subsidiary in Soest, making many professional friends with whom he retained contact over the years. His work involved him with various Research Institutions and Universities. At Cranfield he was involved in the formation of a "state of the art flow metrology" research consortium involving 8 universities, the National Engineering Laboratories and a large number of commercial companies.
Upon retirement in 1986, always a listener and lateral thinker, his working life did not stop. If anything the opposite happened, and he began his career in academia. He absolutely loved this and was always pleased to tell people of how much he'd enjoyed his research work. Following this he took up his most significant position as a Senior Research Fellow at the University of Sussex in Brighton, assisting both undergraduates and PhD students. He always said that his proudest moment was when the University asked him to become a visiting Professor.
His work meant that he was not only very highly regarded within his specialist field, but he also gained contacts and friends all around the world, including Korea, India, Zimbabwe, Nigeria, Germany, France, Thailand, Iraq and China. At least two of his students subsequently became professors, one at Beijing University and another at Pretoria in South Africa.
Ted was immensely practical around the home. No DIY job was beyond his grasp and he did a good deal of carpentry, plumbing, electrical work and decorating over the years, not to mention lots of time under the bonnet of the various cars that the family owned. He was an excellent photographer and spent many an hour in the dark rooms he created both in Bromley and Reigate. He was also a keen gardener; his primary task was mowing the lawn and keeping it free of weeds so he spent many an hour grubbing invasive weeds, and helping to cultivate a family vegetable gardens. He and his wife had many interests that were shared with the family. Amongst these were nature walks, birdwatching, calligraphy, solitaire-on-the-computer, jazz and ballroom dancing
He was still working, although somewhat less, when old age began to catch up on him. After his wife's fall in 2002 she became increasingly dependent on him, first in their homes in Reigate and Redhill and then in Barcombe where they moved in 2006. Even as his own frailty increased he continued to be very independent, walking up to the village shop and attending the parish church regularly for several years after Honor's death in 2007. In December 2010 he was taken ill and admitted to hospital. He was subsequently well looked after at Downlands Park Nursing Home in Haywards Heath. The family were able to celebrate his 90 th birthday together in April, which was a very special occasion.
He was a private man in many ways, a man of few words, content with his own company and always within reach of one of his technical magazines. A comment from his former Chinese student summed him up by saying "he was a successful engineer and a good educator. His life was happy because he has always been thinking of others and sharing happiness with colleagues." He was appreciative of all that was done for him -often shown by his famous wink. A man of great integrity, he will be remembered not only by his family but also by all who shared in some part of his long and successful career. 
Prepared by his daughters Sheila Holden and Mary Edwards
Obituaries
The Institute regrets to announce the death of the following members:
Brian Edward Adams Herts
William Mason Houston London
Darryn Richards South Wales
Garnet Montague Eveleigh Williams East Midlands
InstMC Membership Elections and Transfers
The InstMC extends a warm welcome to the following members who have been accepted for election and transfer from 1 July 2011 Integrators' (ESI) . Head-quartered in Johannesburg, South Africa, Advansys provides specialised industrial control and automation engineering and consulting services to the manufacturing and utilities sectors throughout Southern Africa.
Advansys was selected in part because of its strong business practice built around delivering solutions based on IOM's Wonderware software.
Commented Ashtad Engineer, vice president, Ecosystem, IOM: "Advansys emphasises innovation, quality and customer value and has a long history of helping Wonderware customers achieve operational excellence. For example, in 2011, Advansys won the Best SCADA / HMI Implementation award for demonstrating a new human-machine interface that provides unprecedented ease of navigation and operator communication. We look forward to working with them as we execute our long-term growth strategy."
To achieve the endorsement, Advansys underwent a detailed business process assessment, including certification of its proven expertise in implementing Wonderware technology at customer facilities.
"We are proud that Invensys Operations Management has certified us as an ESI based on our track record of delivering successful industrial automation solutions to leading Southern African companies," said Graeme Welton, director, Advansys (Pty) Ltd.
"We will continue to emphasise innovation and the provision of high-quality, value-adding and cost-effective solutions to our customers using the ArchestrA System Platform. We particularly look forward to interacting with other partners within the Invensys ecosystem to leverage knowledge, sales support and business development and to share the innovations we have developed and will continue to develop." Go to www.infusionjourney.com for more information.
High connectivity HMIs for hazardous areas
A strongly made industrial HMI with touch-screen display is now available from M.A.C. Solutions (www.mac-solutions.co.uk). It is certified for use in Class I, Division 2 hazardous gas or dust environments, in operating temperatures from as low as -30 o C up to +70 o C. The HMI also comes with a choice of programming platforms and offers a variety of interfacing options.
The QTERM-A7 and QTERM-A12 HMIs from Beijer Electronics, available in the UK from M.A.C Solutions, are high specification, industrial-grade HMI terminals, which are suitable for use in a wide range of industrial and commercial applications, including food processing, bakeries, chemicals, petrochemicals, mining and quarrying, metalworking and pharmaceuticals.
Dennis Price, Product Manager at M.A.C Solutions commented: "Whilst there are HMIs already on the market that are certified for use in hazardous areas, the QTERM HMI is unique in that it offers improved interfacing and open connectivity. The HMI comes with Beijer's own intuitive 'iX Developer' configuration software, which facilitates set up and interfacing for the user."
The low operating temperature means that the HMI can also be installed in freezers, chillers and refrigeration rooms.
The QTERM-A7 features a 7-inch vivid 800 x 480 WVGA, LED backlit colour graphics TFT-LCD display. User input is via the unit's resistive, touch-screen display. The unit is also supplied with an integrated 10/100Base-T Ethernet interface, two USB 2.0 full speed host ports and two serial ports. The QTERM-A7 is sealed to IP66 and when mounted correctly, the unit also meets NEMA-4X specifications for wash downs, icing and salt spray. ITT to acquire sensor specialist YSI ITT Corporation (www.itt.com) and privately owned YSI Incorporated (www.ysi. com) have agreed that ITT will acquire -via merger -YSI, a leading developer and manufacturer of sensors, instruments, software, and data collection platforms for environmental water monitoring. YSI had 2010 global revenues of $101m and employs 390 people at several facilities in the US, Europe and Asia. Acquisition completion is expected in the third quarter 2011.
"The addition of YSI is the next logical step in our strategy to acquire attractive companies whose businesses complement our existing water portfolio," said Gretchen McClain, president of ITT's Fluid and Motion Control business, and future CEO of the new standalone water company that will separate from ITT later this year.
"We see very compelling growth characteristics in the analytical instrumentation market. As we move toward the formation of our new water company, the addition of YSI further builds on our attractive analytics business and our commitment to provide the best solutions to the challenges our customers face across the water industry", she said.
ITT's analytics business (www.ittanalytics.com) is a leading manufacturer of premium field, portable, laboratory and online analytical instruments used in water and wastewater, environmental, medical, and food and beverage applications. The brands are WTW, SI Analytics, OI Analytical, Royce Technologies, Aanderaa Data Instruments (AADI), Global Water Instrumentation, ebro and Bellingham & Stanley.
Is WirelessHART the de facto standard?
Garrett Schmidt, Wireless Product Manager at Phoenix Contact USA (www.phoenixcontact.com), believes that WirelessHART is now the standard adopted for process monitoring sensor wireless communications.
WirelessHART was released in 2007 but take up initially was slow, in part because of a lack of standards, but also because of limited power availability. First generation wireless sensors worked, but needed power. However, the latest wireless sensors have their own power source (typically a battery), while some of the latest technologies allow wireless power provision to the wireless sensors themselves. As a result, says Schmidt, wireless is only now gaining broad acceptance.
In terms of standards, ISA100 is in the process of being established, but the initial ISA100.11a.2009 has apparently seen protocol stack problems. Therefore, a number of companies seem now to be adopting WirelessHART as the de facto standard. These include ABB, Endress+Hauser, Emerson Process Management (Rosemount), Pepperl+Fuchs, Phoenix Contact, RF Monolithics and Siemens. This has reduced worries about being tied to a single vendor.
Measurement and the Economy
"Can the economy survive without a National Measurement System?" was presented and discussed at a meeting organised by the Parliamentary and Scientific Committee in February 2011.
It was addressed by three speakers, one of whom was Dr Brian Bowsher, Managing Director of the National Physical Laboratory. The main objective of the meeting was to explain how metrology underpins the welfare of a modern society and affects daily life. Members who wish to receive a copy of Dr Bowsher's paper titled 'The Value of the National Measurement System to the Economy' by email or a hard copy, please contact publications@instmc.org.uk
Adept broadens data acquisition range
As part of Adept Scientific's (www.adeptscience.com) continuing strategy to provide a diverse and full range of data acquisition devices in the UK, the Delphin Technology AG (Bergisch, Germany) hardware and software solutions for applications in process measuring and control technology has been added to the company's existing product range.
Delphin's acquisition devices are aimed at process and control, including industrial measurement, automating test benches, vibration monitoring and analysis, remote plant and machinery monitoring, intelligent processing, bespoke solutions and development services (processing, user interfaces, databases).
Message devices are modular decentralised measurement data acquisition and automation devices that are suitable for both large and small numbers of channels. They have many useful functions and can be provided with a wide range of I/O modules.
The benefits include easy linking to PCs via Ethernet interface, using existing company intra-and Internet, integrated signal conditioning provided, plus a choice of RTD, thermocouple, volt or 20mA signal for each analogue input.
Complete potential isolation is provided and no external isolating transformer required. There is also stand-alone operation with data security through integrated storage capability.
Adept Scientific continues to broaden its data acquisition range.
Leuze appoints
Leuze Electronic's (www.leuze.co.uk) latest addition to 'the sensor people' is Martin Cook who, as the account manager for the East Midlands and Central England, will cover one of Leuze's most important regions.
Martin has over 25 years industrial sales experience in this region and has a background in electronic engineering. Most recently having worked at RS Components for the past five years and previously Farnell Components for seven years, he is looking forward to the move from selling everything from a catalogue, to a specialist, customercentred, technical sales role.
The East Midlands and Central England region's focus on machine building, automation and packaging machinery, fits well with Martin's experience selling sensors and automation products from both these catalogue distributors and his time at Allen Bradley and Texas Instruments.
Martin is married with two sons, and he sings and plays guitar and keyboards in a rock band.
Martin Cook, Leuze's new account manager for the East Midlands and Central England.
Interface News
News in brief
Energy meter with detachable display Carlo Gavazzi (www.gavazzi-automation. com) has introduced a new version of its EM21-72 compact energy meter, designed specifically for retrofits. This product comes with a detachable display, which can be mounted either on a panel (72x72mm footprint), or on a DIN-rail in only four modules. Current measurements are carried out via included external miniature current sensors. Current sensors use a split core technology, so no wiring modifications are needed and there is no need to disconnect cables during installation. The CTs come in three ranges: 90A with 10mm hole diameter; 150A, hole diameter 16mm; and 250A, hole diameter 24mm. The company claims that this kit offers the simplest and easiest way to introduce an energy measuring system in older buildings and existing installations.
Omega on Facebook
Measurement and control products specialist Omega Engineering now has a facebook fan page and a twitter page. Go to www.facebook.com/pages/ omega-engineering/121219014465, or follow the company on twitter@ omegaeng for update product news and company information. Omega promises to follow back.
Three new corporate members for IoN
The Institute of Nanotechnology (IoN -www.nano.org.uk) has welcomed three new corporate members. They are Endeavour Aerospace, University of Minho and The UK Nanosafety Forum, and Bergeson & Campbell, P.C., Exilica and NPL, who have renewed their membership.
Harting knowledge on YouTube
Harting Technology Group (www.harting. co.uk) has launched its own company channel on YouTube. Following on from its Facebook and XING presence, the company has now taken a further systematic step in online communications by launching a channel on the videosharing site. Customers can, for example, find technical videos on YouTube. Job applicants will also find useful video information, and there is even an entertainment aspect.
Cisco addresses IPv6 problem
As the pool of free IPv4 comes to an end, Internet addresses are fast running out. The only option is transition to IPv6 to ensure long-term business continuity, which requires unifying IPv4 and IPv6 across networks, software and applications. Moving to a new version may not be easy, but it is essential to the continued growth of the Internet.
A recent Cisco study reveals IT leaders' concerns about the security, deployment and maintenance of IPv6 and their intent to seek outside expertise to oversee the changeover. Most IT leaders (78%) said that their organisations have made or are currently making the transition to IPv6. Most IPv6 transition work (94%) began within the past two years, while those who had not yet begun said they planned to wait at least nine months from the time they were surveyed before beginning. Over half (55%) have either sought or plan to seek the assistance of outside consultants during transition, while 54% deemed the move essential and 73% were worried about missing out on the benefits. Nearly all respondents (92%) said that their security team is involved in transition efforts.
Top transition concerns include security vulnerabilities (60%), maintaining transition technologies (53%), and deploying transition technologies (50%). Most (56%) believe that transition responsibility should fall on both service provider and company. Finally, IPv6 has top-level prioritisation within most IT organisations.
To address these worries, Cisco Systems (www.cisco.com) is launching a broad portfolio of switches, routers and security devices that have passed international IPv6 testing as well as US government testing (USGv6 compliance).
EtherCAT interface
Lenze's ECS servo system can now be ordered with a clock-synchronised EtherCAT interface. Combined with the L-force Controller 3200 C for central control architectures, the most demanding high-speed highprecision multi-axis motion tasks can be solved effectively and economically, it is claimed.
The design includes a large selection of axis and power supply modules that can be connected to form an integrated unit. The ECS drives are matched to the MCS range motors, but can also be combined effectively with other synchronous and asynchronous motors.
The L-force Controller 3200 C has been designed for use in the control cabinet and is based on the energy-efficient Intel Atom processor. The integrated 48 MBit/s backplane bus allows I/O modules from the I/O system 1000 to be directly sidemounted to the controller. A short cycle time and minimum jitter, in combination with a time stamp, guarantee that the motion system also complies with the strictest speed and synchronism requirements. Go to www.lenze.co.uk for more information.
Lenze's ECS servo system can now be ordered with a clock-synchronised EtherCAT interface.
